
������
�

�

�

�

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

��������	
�
����

��
�
��
����������


The South Dakota Solid Waste and Recycling Association’s Board of 
Directors has agreed to explore the opportunity for a joint solid waste and 
recycling conference in either 2010 or 2011.  The NDSWRA’s rotation for 
annual conferences is Minot (2009), Fargo (2010) and Bismarck (2011).  
Bismarck and Aberdeen, SD are being explored as options for the potential 
joint conference.  The conferences are similar in size, bringing just over 100 
solid waste and recycling professionals together for several days of 
educational sessions joined with entertainment and tours.  Each year, both 
organizations continue to hear suggestions for a joint conference; especially 
when many of our vendors are already attending both conferences. 
 
The NDSWRA plans to survey both members and non-members that have 
attended our annual conference within the past five years.  We need to 
make sure that this is both a step in the right direction, and that our 
attendees and exhibitors are able to travel out of state if a South Dakota 
location were selected.  If you have comments or questions regarding a 
potential joint conference, or would like to assist in planning this event, 
please contact Angela (see the last page).�
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For those sitting upon age-old computers, televisions and more, a much 
anticipated business opened its doors this November to take it all in.  
Renaissance Recycling, located at 215 1st Avenue North in Jamestown, 
began accepting these items along with cell phones, telecommunication 
equipment and an “all other electronics considered” slogan.  Currently, 
however, they do not accept printers, fax machines, copiers, VCRs or 
stereos, but hope to add them in the future.  Article continued on page 4. �
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“I hope we can all 

encourage this much 

needed business in  

North Dakota.” 

- Adrian Benz, Pollution 

Prevention and Recycling 

Coordinator, North Dakota 

Department of Health – 

Division of Waste 

Management 
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On November 13, 2008, the City of Grand Forks (City) held a Proposed New Landfill Open House at City Hall 
from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. providing access for interested parties to City Public Works Department staff and the 
City’s consultants, Burns & McDonnell, Inc., Webster, Foster and Weston, and CPS, Ltd. North Dakota 
Department of Health (NDDH) representatives provided information as to the permitting process. The City has 
submitted a permit application with the NDDH for a regional landfill in Section 13 of Rye Township in Grand 
Forks County, to the northeast of the current MSW Landfill. The City’s goal is to have a NDDH permit hearing 
sometime in December of 2008. The City’s goal is to obtain a permit in early 2009, begin construction and 
have an operational landfill site in the fall of 2009. 
 
In preparation for the October 1, 2008 MSW landfill closure date the City had prepared for transport and 

disposal of the City’s and regional customers’ 
MSW as part of an interim transport and disposal 
plan. Due to the weather related delays of the 
construction of a new East/West runway at the 
Grand Forks International Airport this fall, the 
existing MSW Landfill is anticipated to remain 
open until approximately July of 2009, which 
corresponds to the new runway completion date.  
The City is continuing to examine and study long-
term solutions for MSW disposal that will be 
sustainable and cost effective for the City and the 
surrounding region.  
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(from the Winnipeg Free Press, Dec. 16, 2006) 

Stressed? Hop on the Burnout Bus, By Carol Sanders 

SICK OF SHOPPING? Feeling mauled at the mall? Consumed by consumerism? Then you might want to 
board the "Burnout Bus." A mobile chapel is today offering sanctuary to stressed-out Christmas shoppers in 
the Polo Park area. "We're looking for fresh, creative ways to spark a little life into what seems like a very 
stressful atmosphere," said Aiden Enns, an organizer of the church-based Buy Nothing Christmas 
campaign. 

"While many of us don't do the shopping routine, we still have a heart for the people lost in the maze of the 
search for the perfect gift," said Enns, the Winnipeg-based founder and publisher of Geez magazine and 
former Adbusters staff member. "We will have a couple of chairs to sit on, a church pew, a couple of 
ministers from the United Church of Canada on hand ready to talk with people who feel stressed out, who 
feel they've lost a sense of meaning in this season." The Burnout Bus won't be a bummer, though, he 
promised. "I'm expecting quite a few people to laugh. We're preparing a leaflet with alternative gift 
suggestions that will be given with a smile." 

The Burnout Bus and its scheduled stops have been kept secret until today because organizers feared the 
store and mall owners would order the mobile chapel off their property before they had a chance to park. 
"There's always going to be some people who make a fuss about anything that's different," said Enns.  
"To be quite honest, this is a threat to the retail sector of our market and it is meant to be," he said. "While 
there's fun on the surface, we're pointing our fingers at an economy that's become quite problematic." 

Rampant consumerism is taking a toll on people's mental, physical and financial health as well as the health 
of the planet, he said. "When we're buying Christmas gifts, we are vulnerable to the myth that material 
goods can bring happiness," said Enns, who had just finished a seminar with high school kids outlining the 
link between consumerism and climate change. "What we need to do is curb our spending and focus more 
on relationships. This is good for our souls and good for the environment." 
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From as close as the Grand Forks City Council Mayor and members, to an expert Pay-As-You-Throw 
consultant from Colorado, the 13th Annual Solid Waste and Recycling Symposium in Grand Forks proved to be 
another successful event.  The agenda this year included sustainable recycling, managing disasters (such as 
the Northwood tornado), sustainable buildings, transmission maintenance and engine emissions, educational 
outreach, electronics recycling and rain barrels among others.  We would like to thank all of those who 
attended, displayed a booth, served as a speaker or contributed auction items, door prizes or assistance in 
any way.  We truly appreciate it!  Highlights from the conference include: 

 
Vendor Award:   Green Lights Recycling, Blaine, MN (second year in a row!)  
Leadership Award:   Todd Feland, City of Grand Forks 
Greener ND Award:   USDA’s Grand Forks Human Nutrition Research Center 
Scholarship Recipients ($300 each):  Jennifer Johnson, daughter of Wade Johnson, Northern Truck 
Equipment Corp.; Brenda Watt, Friendship, Inc.; Dylan Marquart, son of Lila Marquart, Western Plains 
Consulting; Landon Fuhrman, son of Glen Fuhrman, City of Enderlin; Erin Beauchamp, daughter of Tom 
Beauchamp, City of Langdon 
Silent Auction, Total Received:  $1,353.00 
Wii Bowling Tournament: Diana Trussell, ND Department of Health had the top score and won the Wii! 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

�
�

�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

 

,�
����
�� 
��
���
�����
��	
��
"��
)��
����
������
��������	- �
������)��
�����
���������

.�

)�
�/'0

���
��

'�	���
���
��
����
1���
���

� �	�23

/��


�����
)�4�
��������5

��������.��
��������	
/���
����
1�$26
(����
���
�4� ���
��	
����
������
���������6


�����
����
������
��������	6
�7�����
!�	����
���
�� �
"���3


����� �

�
��
��������('�����������
'�)�������*��
��������
���&�+���
���� ���&��&��##��������#�
��������

,���
����&�*��#�-��

�����*
����.�
&
$�

�
������*����

��'��$&$�$'����&����������������

-��	�'�&� �������
�	���������
����
�	������ 
����
����������
�
�����
�������
�����	�
��/
��������$�

�
���	����������	������

����
����
$�

�
�
0�#�'���������
�
���
���*
����
.�
&
��
�

�1�����
�������
����
����������
�
�����(�������#�
	����	�
����
�
�������
��
��$�

�



�

 

 
Grand Forks City Council voted Monday to renew the 
city’s recycling program with an eye toward replacing it 
with something better. The problem, as council members 
Terry Bjerke and Mike McNamara have argued, is the 
program costs a lot but doesn’t do much to reduce the 
amount of garbage going into the city landfill. Recycling 
costs residents $415,000 a year — or $2.26 per home 
under the new rates — but it diverts only about 5 percent 
of the city’s garbage. In 2007, that amounted to 1,800 
tons of recyclables.  

Other council members agree that’s too little but, unlike 
Bjerke and McNamara, were not prepared to kill the 
program immediately. Several, such as Curt Kreun, said 
they wanted more time to study alternatives. Kreun said 
the city is working to get a permit for a new landfill and  
there’s not enough time available to do a study. Ironically,  
the 5 percent diversion rate is the result of an earlier  
council push to increase the number of households that  
recycle by at least 5 percent a year. The contractor,  
Waste Management, has exceeded that goal every year by 1 percent or 2 percent.  

McNamara said he’d like the council to look at new technologies that could make recycling obsolete. In eight to 
10 years, those technologies would be mature and more affordable, he said, so he’d prefer the $415,000 go 
somewhere else. He had earlier asked the city to keep track of an International Falls, Minn., proposal to build a 
plasma gasification plant, which could essentially vaporize garbage leaving just slag. Kreun said the city also is 
considering an addition to its sewage plant that could convert garbage and sewage into compost. A firm called 
Victory Circle Fuels, he said, also has offered to build a plant to convert garbage into fuel.  
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From Kim Bartel’s November 20th e-mail: “Greetings Recycling Colleagues – I wanted to let you know about 
the exciting new temporary opportunity I will be embarking on soon. In the next few weeks I will be transitioning 
into a detail position with our EPA Region 8 Computer Systems Technical Support Unit. For 3-4 months I will 
be working with our IT, Procurement, and Facilities Programs to expand, implement, and communicate 
comprehensive green IT policies and standards for our facility. This builds on the Federal Electronics 
Challenge electronics stewardship work I have been doing for the past several years. 
  
While I look forward to the opportunity to concentrate my efforts on strengthening and expanding our Green IT 
Practices at the Region 8 facility, it does mean that I will be taking a step back from some of my current 
activities for a short while. I will follow up in separate e-mail messages to some of you with further details soon. 
  
If you have general recycling questions, you can contact: Ron Lillich – lillich.ron@epa.gov; 303-312-6149 or 
Anne-Marie Patrie – patrie.anne-marie@epa.gov; 303-312-6524. I will continue to be the contact for 
electronics recycling and reuse inquiries and my contact information will remain the same. 
  
Best Regards, 
Kim Bartels, EPA Region 8, Recycling Coordinator 
(303) 312-6346 or bartels.kim@epa.gov 
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�- article reprinted with permission from the Grand Forks Herald, Tu-Uyen Tran 

�

Although it appears to be a source separated program,  
Grand Forks residents can combine all recyclables and place  
it out in multiple containers.  The City may explore large 
rolling carts for recyclables in the future, similar to those 
currently used for garbage disposal.  
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-excerpted from the Minot Daily News 

Minot State University began a new recycling program this fall.  The university's environmental sustainability 
committee received a $20,000 grant from the Xcel Energy Foundation to start the new program.  Linda Olson, 
principal investigator for the grant proposal, said that recycling receptacles will be located in every building on 
campus and people can ask for recycling bins to put in their offices.  The bins are divided, so that the 
recyclables are separate from the garbage.  Olson said a large amount of paper is wasted every year at Minot 
State University.  The majority of the waste disposed of at the Minot Municipal Landfill is paper that could have 
been recycled, she said.  Olson told the professors that the project won't work unless everyone gets on board. 
She encouraged them to reduce their use of paper by reading things on the computer, printing on both sides of 
a page, or sharing copies with a colleague, among other things.  The $20,000 grant will also be used to provide 
research and internship opportunities for students and to educate people on campus about recycling.  
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PIERRE, S.D. (AP) - City officials in Pierre are considering a proposal to accept treated medical waste from a 
hospital in Linton, N.D.  City Solid Waste Manager Val Keller says there would be one load every week or two, 
or an estimated 300 tons a year.  The medical waste would be rendered noninfectious before arriving at the 
landfill, and it would be deposited in an area separate from other garbage.  The usual fee of $40 a ton for 
garbage would be doubled for the medical waste, which would generate about $25,000 in annual revenues.  
City commissioners took no immediate action on the proposal.
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Electronic items are currently accepted at no charge from a 300-mile radius (however, there may be a charge 
for monitors that are not accompanied by a computer drive).  The company hopes to have R2 certification 
within a year (R2 is a new EPA program for “Responsible Recyclers”).  Their services are being made 
available to individuals, schools and businesses.  Renaissance Recycling can be contacted at (701) 320-9218 
(Ralph Friebel) for more details.   
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Recently, the North Dakota Department of Health’s Green Building Committee toured the Bismarck JcPenny’s 
store to view what efforts the store has taken to reduce waste, recycle and promote energy efficiency.  The 
following is excerpted from the Green Building Committee’s letter to JcPenny’s store manager after their tour: 
 
“The use of durable recycled content plastic pallets saves valuable resources and reduces waste disposed in 
landfills. Broken and damaged wooden pallets can be a significant waste stream. The reusable shipping 
containers are also a great step in reducing waste. Recycling cardboard, plastic hangers, plastic film and bags 
helps conserve resources. JC Penney’s electronics recycling program keeps fluorescent bulbs, ballasts, 
rechargeable batteries, computers and other electronic devices out of the waste stream. These toxic reduction 
measures help protect the health and safety of your store employees, solid waste staff and the general public. 
It is good for the environment. We were impressed by the energy efficiency efforts of the Bismarck JC Penney 
Store. The Trane system gradually brings the store online each day, saving thousands of dollars each year in 
energy costs while also reducing the amount of carbon dioxide produced. Your store uses compact florescent 
bulbs where applicable and has replaced some lighting with lower wattage bulbs. These additional steps will 
also save money and lower emissions.” 
 
To highlight a business that is taking steps to conserve our environment, contact Angela for potential inclusion 
in future newsletters.  �
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 - from www.storyofstuff.com 
 
From its extraction through sale, use and disposal, all  
the stuff in our lives affects communities at home and 
abroad, yet most of this is hidden from view. “The Story 
of Stuff” is a 20-minute fast-paced, fact-filled look at the 
underside of our production and consumption patterns. 
“The Story of Stuff” exposes the connections between     
a huge number of environmental and social issues, and 
calls us together to create a more sustainable and just 
world. It'll teach you something, it'll make you laugh, 
                                                             and it just may 
                                                             change the way  
                                                             you look at all 
                                                             the stuff in your 
                                                             life forever. 
 
 
Visit www.storyofstuff.com to watch the video.�
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The November 9th show, “60 Minutes,” followed a load of 
cathode ray tubes (CRTs) from Colorado to Hong Kong 
where the breakdown of electronics for their valuable 
components is an undercover business.  Visit 
www.cbsnews.com and click on “60 Minutes” and scroll 
down to the “Following the Trail of Toxic E-waste” story.   
�
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When should you replace or repair your electronics?  
How can you unclog your drain without highly toxic 
chemicals?  At www.howdini.com, you can find how-to 
videos that include a number of waste-prevention 
topics.  Other topics include, How To Create and Use 
Compost, How To Save Water In Your Home, How To 
Invest In Eco-Friendly Companies, How To Buy Eco- 
                                             Friendly Local Foods,  
                                             How To De-Tox Your  
                                             Bathroom, How To Buy 
                                             Eco-Friendly Gifts and 
                                             more.  Simply click on the  
                                              “Green Living” link on the 
                                              left side of the home                           
                                              page. 
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The NDSWRA is seeking advertising, articles, want 
ads, job changes/announcements and more for our 
newsletters.  Ads range from $50-$150 depending on 
the size (business card, quarter page and half page).  
You can submit information to Angela via e-mail at 
angela.boeshans@hotmail.com or by mail at 
NDSWRA, PO Box 235, Carrington, ND 58421. 
�

�����)�




���8

���	�


�
"�� 
����
��������
���

)�
$%%&
��� ��
+��
�
���
��������	
��"�����"@


+�8��
.�
�


)�
:���

*������
,��
���"
���
�".��
;A 
�
;B3

C��
���8

���


�
"���
�
@  

�



 

�

,-��3����+���������4��������
�3�6����-�����-2����-�1��

�����24���������
+++���-����-���17+��

�
·  Composting in Your 

Backyard 
·  Recycling Grass Clippings 
·  Using Compost and Wood 

Chips: A Guide for 
Homeowners and 
Businesses 
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The long awaited Bismarck Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) and 
Electronics Recycling Center opened on September 16th.  The center, 
located at the Bismarck City Landfill, accepts household quantities of 
hazardous waste and electronic equipment.  It is open 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and the first and third Saturday each 
month.  There is no charge for Bismarck residents dropping off items, 
and non-residents can drop off material for a fee. 
 
The facility has five rooms for placing materials that need separating 
such as acids, bases, paints and other chemicals.  An office, storage 
area, unloading area, “reuse room” (described below) and more are 
also part of the facility.  The HHW building is attached to the landfill’s 
garbage truck garage area and both are now heated with biomass 
(wood chips).  
 
Galen Bren, the city’s Recycling Specialist, states that about 10 – 20 
people stop at the facility, either dropping items off or looking to pick 
up materials in the “Reuse Room”.  Items that are dropped off and still 
in good or reusable condition are placed in a separate area for people 
to pick up at no charge.  This win-win situation helps residents save 
money (by not having to purchase new chemicals or paint) and helps 
the city save on disposal costs.  For information on  
what the facility accepts or other details, contact Galen Bren at  
(701) 355-1700 or visit www.bismarck.org (Public Works).     
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With the switch from analog TV signals to digital TV signals just a few months away,   many   of you 
may find yourselves replacing your older analog sets with newer digital sets. The Green Building 
Committee reminds you that your old TVs are still good for many things.  Your old TVs are still 

useful for watching videos or movies through a VCR or DVD, as long as they have the proper 
connections.  Also, video game consoles such as the XBOX, Playstation and Wii still will work on 
your old TVs.  If you find that you no longer want your TV, make every attempt to give it away or sell 

it to someone for a second TV in a bedroom or vacation home.  If those options don’t work for you, 
please recycle your old TVs. The Bismarck Household Hazardous Waste and Electronics Recycling Center is 
now open and will accept TVs free of charge from residents of Bismarck and for a small fee from out-of-town 
residents (see the hours in the article above).  For more information about the switch to digital TV, visit the 
following Web Sites: www.dtv.gov; www.dtvanswers.com; www.dtvfacts.com; www.dtv2009.gov; or www.fcc.gov. 
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In September, 145 Williston residents and businesses recycled over 15,000 
pounds of electronics in their second annual event.  Several area schools also 
participated, recycling several thousand pounds of materials.  The program, called 
E-rase Your E-waste, is a partnership between the Upper Missouri District Health 
Unit and the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service in Sidney, Montana, just 
across the North Dakota border.  They coordinate efforts for donations, advertising 
and more to help bring the cost of recycling the material down to an affordable 
level.  The NDSWRA plans to utilize the E-rase Your E-waste program and 
materials in their upcoming EPA Environmental Education grant.�
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Bismarck employees sort and prepare 
materials for disposal at the City’s new HHW 
building that opened in September. 
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The following Public Notices are posted on the ND Department of Health’s Web site at 
www.ndhealth.gov/EHS/PublicNotices.aspx.  Public Notice of Opportunity to Comment on: 

�  Draft Permit for Land Treatment Area - Hillsboro - Traill County 
�  Draft Permit for a Municipal Solid Waste Landfill - Grand Forks - Grand Forks County  
�  Draft Permit for an Inert Waste Landfill - Kenmare - Ward County  
�  Draft Permit for Renewal of a Municipal Solid Waste Permit - Fargo - Cass County 
�  Draft Permit for a Transfer Station - Ellendale - Dickey County 
�  Permit Modification for Flying J Petroleums, Inc. - Williston - Williams County  
�  Draft Permit for an Inert Waste Landfill - Lamoure County 
�  Draft Permit for an Inert Waste Landfill - Ellendale - Dickey County  
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www.ndswra.org 
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Board meetings take place the fourth Wednesday of each month at 8:30 a.m.  If you 
have any questions, please contact one of our board members: 

·  Mike Korman, President, CPS, Ltd., (701) 746-7459 
·  Brad Torgerson, Vice-President, ND Department of Health, (701) 328-5166 
·  LeahRae Amundson, Secretary/Treasurer, City of Grand Forks, (701) 746-2570 
·  Bill Snyder, City of Jamestown, (701) 320-3126 
·  Brenda Watt, Friendship, Inc. – Grafton, (701) 352-0060, ext. 31 
·  Robert Oihus, Refuse Disposal Service, (701) 352-0563 
·  Lance Loken, Western Plains Consulting, (701) 221-3113 
·  Lavern Berger, Berger Enterprises, (701) 594-3385 
·  Patty Fiorenza, City of Williston, (701) 577-6368 
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