
      
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Environmental Scientist Joins NDDH 

The North Dakota Department of Health, Division of Waste Management, has 
hosted four “think tank” meetings to determine if there is an interest in glass 
recycling, and how it might work in North Dakota. The Department is available 
to help foster the meetings and gather information, and the meetings have 
shown that more information is needed in terms of markets and products for 
glass recycling.  Glass recycling might be spearheaded by a private company, 
a non-profit organization, and/or a cooperative of municipalities and/or 
interested parties. 
  
The US EPA reports 5.3% of glass is in the solid waste stream across the 
nation.  EPA reports that of the 5.3%, 23% of the glass is recoverable.  
Statewide, North Dakota produces 663 tons of garbage per year, which 
equates to 8,000 tons of recoverable glass per year.  Continued on page 5.   
  

NDSWRA Newsletter 

Join us for a free Recycling, Composting, Waste Reduction and Inert Waste 
Landfill Workshop on Wednesday, March 3rd at Dickinson’s City Hall.  The 
first part of the workshop, from 1 – 4 p.m. will include topics such as inert 
waste landfill rules, asbestos information, concrete and wood recycling 
options and more.  After a break, join us for the second half from 6 – 8:30 
p.m.  This part will focus on what to recycle, electronics recycling, hazardous 
waste, waste reduction and more.  The workshop is part of the NDSWRA’s 
Environmental Education Grant from the Environmental Protection Agency.  
The North Dakota Department of Health – Division of Waste Management will 
provide Continuing Education Credits (CEUs) for certified landfill operators.  
Operators will receive 3 credits for the afternoon session, 2 credits for the 
evening session, or a total of 6 credits if operators attend both parts of the 
workshop.  To register, contact Angela at (701) 650-8857 or at 
angela.boeshans@hotmail.com.  

Training Sessions Set for Dickinson 

 

Have you seen a 
dynamic speaker at 

another solid waste and 
recycling conference?  

Let us know who you’d 
like to hear at our joint 

Solid Waste and 
Recycling Symposium 

this fall.  Don’t forget to 
mark your calendar: 

September 14 – 16, 2010 
in Aberdeen, South 

Dakota. 
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The NDSWRA began 

sending “regular” 
(normally printed) 

newsletters by e-mail 
instead of by mail in 

late 2008.  If you 
would like a hard 

copy instead, please 
contact Angela. 

Glass Recycling Committee Update  
By, Christy Smith, NDDH Pollution Prevention Coordinator 

Ted Poppke recently joined the North Dakota Department of Health (NDDH), 
Division of Waste Management as an Environmental Scientist.   
He is from Bismarck and is a graduate of the University of North Dakota  
with a degree in Chemistry and a Master’s degree in Chemical Engineering.  
The majority of his career was in engineering and operations positions in the 
Pulp & Paper industry at locations in Minnesota, the Gulf Coast, and New 
England.  Ted’s most recent work was in technical sales, where he serviced 
industries in the Northeast United States that produced paper, plastics, metal 
film, and textiles.  You can reach Ted at (701) 328-5264 or at tpoppke@nd.gov.  
 



 

Joint Conference Taking Shape 
 
When the two Solid Waste and Recycling Associations join up for their 
annual conferences this fall, you better be prepared to reserve your 
space early.  The NDSWRA and SDSWMA conference committees have 
already met to begin lining up speakers, determine fees and make the 
event a success for both states.  Be on the lookout for an early bird 
vendor booth rate being offered June 1 – July 15.  There will be a 
very limited number of spaces available, so you’ll want to sign up upon 
receipt of the flyer.  New this year for ND vendors , your membership 
rate will not  be included with a booth.  Be sure to mark your membership 
separate when the information arrives.  Attendees can expect to see an 
agenda by mid-July and can register until September 1st.  The 
conference will take place September 14-16 at the Best Western Ramkota  
in Aberdeen, SD.  The hotel has 150 sleeping rooms and additional rooms  
will be held in a block at the Super 8 (near the Ramkota) and other hotels  
in town.  To reserve your hotel room in advance, call (605) 229-4040.   

 

Dickinson to Form Recycling Committee 
 - reprinted with permission from the Dickinson Press, Feb. 1, 2010 
 
Dickinson may be inching closer to going green after city officials voted unanimously to form a recycling committee 
at a city commission meeting Monday.  Last year, a survey was mailed out with utility bills to see if there was an 
interest in recycling. The response rate was much higher than the city anticipated.  “We were very impressed with a 

number of survey’s that were received back,” said City Administrator Shawn Kessel. “The return 
rate was about 34 percent…we were hoping to get around 15 percent.”  Kessel said in 

reviewing the survey results, residents are highly interested in recycling.  “They want to see 
us do something, and the level of recycling varied to a great degree,” Kessel said. 
 
The ad hoc-style committee will consist of five to 10 people and Commissioner Gene 
Jackson has agreed to serve as the committee’s chairperson.  “We want the people on 

this committee to be able to use that imagination and creativity, but also to face the 
business realities that we know we’re going to run into as we do this,” Jackson said.  One of 

committee’s main goals is to see if there is a benefit beyond dollars to the community.  “I think 
that’s part of the question that needs to be answered at this committee is what is that benefit, and is there a 
quantification of that benefit in terms of dollars,” Kessel said.  With recycling being such a “volatile” marketplace, 
Kessel said there may be times when the city may lose money on the venture.  “I would agree that now is the time 
we need to do this,” said Commissioner Carson Steiner. “As Mr. Jackson states, there is going to be a price tag on 
this and we can’t do it unless we know what those price tags are.”  Jackson said out of about 1,800 responses 
mailed back to the city, about 1,300 residents said they were willing to pay a monthly fee for recycling.  Those 
interested need to send their correspondence to Kessel by 5 p.m. on Feb. 11.  Letters can be mailed to City Hall at 
99 Second St. E. or e-mailed to Kessel at shawn.kessel@dickinsongov.com.  “I hope we get a lot of responses, I 
really do,” Kessel said. “I’d love to have them state their interest.” 
 

Department Joins Landfill Methane Outreach Program 
 

The North Dakota Department of Health, Division of Waste Management, recently joined the Landfill Methane 
Outreach Program (LMOP) as a State partner.  Through partnering with the LMOP Organization, the Department 
plans to disseminate information to solid waste facilities, citizens, businesses, and other organizations within our 
state about the uses of landfill generated methane.  Although there are limited applications within the state at this 
time, we hope to be able to answer questions and offer information to those groups which are interested.  LMOP will 
be used as a clearing house for data and other useful information.  We will ensure that solid waste facilities within 
the state are aware that the State allows active landfill gas collection as long as those activities are consistent with 
the Solid Waste Management Rules.  The Division of Waste Management is open to exploring those options. 
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The annual conference is a great place 
to meet new people.  Above, McCain 
& Associates is a new member/vendor 
offering services to NDSWRA members. 
 



 

Landfill Operator Training in Bismarck 
 
The North Dakota Solid Waste Management Rules require that all municipal 
waste landfills and municipal waste incinerators have a certified operator 
onsite at all times during facility operation. In addition, federal and state rules 
place increased responsibility on solid waste facility operators. To assist 
operators in meeting these demands, the Department is offering a 3 1/2-day 
Landfill Operator Training Course and Certification Examination at the 
Environmental Training Center in Bismarck. 
 
Operators of municipal waste landfills will gain valuable information on the concepts and practices that are needed 
to properly operate a landfill. Certified operators who wish to remain certified must attend a course every three 
years; thus, operators who were certified in 2007 or before must attend this course (or a similar approved course) to 
be eligible for recertification. To be eligible for certification, an operator must have at least one year’s experience at 
a municipal waste landfill. Consultants, public works officials, transfer station operators, inert waste landfill staff, and 
other interested parties are also invited to attend. The training session will explain the state’s Solid Waste 
Management Rules in a way that is easy to understand by outlining requirements such as site selection, 
construction, operation, closure, groundwater monitoring, and financial assurance. 
 
The course is scheduled for March 16 - March 19, 2010 with the certification examination on the morning of March 
19. The course includes approximately 20 hours of classroom instruction and a 4-hour field exercise. The total cost 
for the course is $65 per person for individuals taking the exam and $40 for those attending for continuing education 
credits only.  For questions concerning landfill operator certification or to register, please contact the ND Department 
of Health at (701) 328-5166 as soon as possible.   
 
Recycling Center a Lasting Passion: Valley City Business Succeeding Where 
Others Have Failed      - reprinted with permission from the Valley City Times Record, Dec. 2, 2009 

When Valley Recycling opened for business on Aug. 1, it was the last in a long line of 
recycling businesses that tried to make a go at it in Valley City. But three months on, there is 
cause for optimism.  Marcia Faul, who owns the business with her husband, Adam, said, 
“This is huge, and I’m really grateful for the participation we’ve seen.”  The Fauls run the 
business in the back of Valley Radiator, their primary business, but recycling is Marcia’s 
passion.  People who’ve tried to make a go at recycling in Valley City looked at it as a part-
time sideline, said Marcia, speaking Tuesday at the Valley City Rotary Club meeting. She 
recently quit her job to devote all her time and enthusiasm to recycling.  “It’s been in me 
since high school,” Faul said. “Even my dad makes his way to our business and drops off his 
paper and plastic.” 

State Electronics Challenge and E-waste Recycling Collections 
 

Is your organization interested in reducing the environmental impact of the electronic equipment it 
purchases, uses, and disposes?  If the answer is “yes,” you may want to consider joining the State 

Electronics Challenge (SEC).  The SEC is a voluntary program, open free of charge to any state, 
regional, and local government agency, including public schools, colleges, and universities. The 
SEC promotes environmental stewardship of computers – from purchasing “green” computers 
through power management and responsible end of life management – resulting in measurable 

reductions in energy, greenhouse gases, solid and hazardous waste, and associated costs.  
  

In December 2009, the North Dakota Department of Health, Division of Waste Management, was welcomed as the 
first EPA Region 8 Partner in the SEC.  Joining the SEC will help you learn how your organization can benefit from 
the program’s proven action plan, implementation tools, and free technical assistance to reduce the environmental 
footprint of electronic equipment.  The SEC was developed by the Northeast Recycling Council, Inc., and 
successfully piloted in the Northeast over the past two years.  It’s modeled after the Federal Electronics Challenge.  
If you are interested in joining the SEC, please contact Patty Dillon at the Northeast Recycling Council at 
patty@nerc.org or (978) 346-9462. 
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Public Notice for Draft Permit; Solid Waste Facility in Bowman Co.  
 
On March 6, 2009, the Department received a third revised permit application from Petrocomp, a Division of D&M 
Water, Inc., of Baker, MT, proposing the development of a solid waste management facility in a portion of Section 8, 
Township 130N, Range 106W in Bowman County.  The proposed facility would be for the treatment and disposal of 
oil field exploration and production wastes and possibly other oily waste materials, and would include treatment piles 
(composting of oil field waste), a special waste landfill, and a surface impoundment for runoff from the piles and any 
leachate or contact water from the landfill. The Draft Permit recommends a three-year permit with monthly reports to 
the Department to help monitor progress and operations.   
 
The Department believes that a permit which meets the requirements of the North Dakota Solid Waste Management 
Rules and is protective of human health and the environment can be issued to Petrocomp, a Division of D&M Water, 
Inc., and has prepared a Draft Permit for public review and comment. As required by Section 33-20-03.1-03 of the 
North Dakota Administrative Code, the Draft Permit will be available for public review and comment for thirty (30) 
days following publication of the Public Notice. During that period any interested person may submit written 
comments. In addition, on March 4, 2010, a public information meeting and a separate public hearing will be 
conducted in the Bowman City Hall at 101 First Street NE, Bowman, ND. The public informational meeting will  
be at 4:00 p.m. At 7:00 p.m., a separate public hearing to take comments will be conducted. The North Dakota 
Department of Health will consider all comments prior to taking any action on the permit. Questions should be 
addressed to Steven Tillotson at 701-328-5166. 

 

Grant Funding Available from the Coca-Cola/Keep America Beautiful 
 

The Coca-Cola Company and Keep America Beautiful, Inc. (KAB) today announced the Coca-Cola/KAB Recycling 
Bin Grant Program, an effort designed to promote and support community recycling.  Grant recipients receive both 
donated recycling bins and expertise on how to set up recycling programs from Keep America Beautiful. The grant 
program is part of a $60 million investment by The Coca-Cola Company in recycling initiatives in the U.S. 

“Keep America Beautiful is excited to partner for the first time with Coca-Cola on the Recycling Bin Grant program,” 
said Alec Cooley, manager of recycling programs, Keep America Beautiful. “This program is a concrete way that 
Coca-Cola can partner with KAB and its affiliates and local community groups to expand public space recycling on a 
grassroots level.” 

The spring 2010 grant cycle opens today, Monday, Feb. 1. Interested parties may visit http://bingrant.org  and 
submit an online grant application through March 12 , 2010.  Eligible grant recipients include government 
agencies, civic organizations, schools and nonprofit groups. Successful applicants will be notified on or before  
April 22.  Since its inception in the fall of 2007, the Bin Grant program has placed more than 5,700 recycling bins in 
150 communities in 48 states and the District of Columbia.  Recipients have included municipalities, colleges, Native 
American tribes, and community- based NGOs.  
 

Webinars Provide Access to Convenient Presentations 
 
Save time and money by attending webinars, live presentations on the Internet, which you can participate in.   
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is offering one on scrap tire reuse and recycling and the challenges of 
recycling tires rurally.  This webinar will take place on February 23 from 9:30 - 11 a.m. CT.  To register and “attend” 
this presentation from the comfort of your office or home, visit https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/305861456.  
Other upcoming webinars from the EPA include Green Casinos/Venues - Sustainability Practices on March 18 
and Rural Recycling – Bridging the Gaps on April 15.  For more information on these webinars or to register, 
visit http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/rcc/web-academy/index.htm. 
 

 

 
 
 

The National Association of Counties released a document titled, “Landfill Gas to Energy 
Projects for Counties.”  It contains descriptions, case studies and additional resources that 
landfills might find of interest.  Visit www.ndswra.org to see the PDF flyer. 
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Snyder Receives 2009 Leadership Award 
 
At the November 2009 solid waste and recycling workshop in Jamestown, 
NDSWRA’s Executive Director, Angela Boeshans, presented Bill Snyder 
with the 2009 Leadership Award.  The award was announced at the 
Association’s September conference in Minot, however, Bill was 
unfortunately unable to attend.  Bill, the Sanitation Foreman for the City of 
Jamestown, was selected for his efforts in getting the city’s solid waste and 
program on a solid budget, rebuilding the landfill baling unit with more 
efficient equipment, purchasing property adjacent to the landfill and 
assisting in cleanup efforts from record flooding in the spring of 2009.  
Though he currently oversees the commercial and residential garbage 
collection, waste baling facility, yard waste and wood waste process and more, he will be retiring in March 2010.  
 
A native of the Seattle, Washington area, Bill worked for Waste Management of Seattle for 29 years.  He readily adopted 
North Dakota his home; in addition to his job duties with the city of Jamestown, Bill has been Mayor of the City of Pingree, 
where he and his wife live.  Bill is a past president of the North Dakota Solid Waste and Recycling Association.  Bill 
recently stated that the best thing about his job has been serving the public and the variety of functions that he’s involved 
in.  We wish Bill the best in his retirement and hope he’ll continue to keep in touch with those he has met over the years.  

 
New Brochures Available 
 
Several new brochures are available from the ND Department of Health’s Division of Waste Management.  These include:  

• Household Automotive Wastes 
• Compact Fluorescent Lights – Recycling and Disposal Options 
• Recycling Fluorescent Bulbs – A Guide for Businesses 
• Recycling Works!  Post Consumer Recycling Grows in North Dakota 
• Recycling Grass Clippings - Putting Grass Clippings To Work While You Mow 
• Composting in Your Backyard 
• Using Compost and Wood Chips – A Guide For Homeowners and Businesses 

  
Feel free to stop by and pick up any of these brochures might find to be helpful.  To request a brochure, please contact 
the North Dakota Department of Health, Division of Waste Management, at (701) 328.5166 or find them online at 
www.ndhealth.gov/wm (select Publications on the left side of the page). 
 
 

Glass Recycling Group – Article continued from page 1. 
 
The ND Department of Transportation (NDDOT) looked at glass recycling and use in other states, such as a 10% mix of glass in 
road base.  Ron Horner, NDDOT, conducted glass hardness and compaction tests which showed an LA loss of 38.9.  This 
would meet specifications for road base in terms of hardness testing.  A half mile road base using 10% glass mix would use one 
year’s collection.  It took 2 years for Helena, MT, to get 2000 tons of glass, and it only covered one quarter of a mile in a DOT 
project with 5% mix to stretch it as far as they could.  However, utilization of glass in road projects would be very limited because 
of State low-bid requirements and the combined cost of glass processing and transportation.  For instance, mining rock / sand 
costs approximately $7 - $11 per ton, while recycled glass cost approximately $12 - $14 per ton.  City streets and downtown 
beautification projects might be an option for glass utilization since transportation distances would be less. 
  
Glass is currently recycled in Grand Forks as part of their single-stream curbside residential recycling program, as well as at 
several drop-off sites.  The City of Fargo recycles glass at both drop-off sites and through their curbside recycling program.  
Several smaller communities across the state also collect and recycle glass, though for the majority of North Dakota’s recycling 
programs, glass is not commonly part of community programs.  The glass recycling meetings have resulted in the 
encouragement of showcasing recycled glass products at Home Builders Shows around the state this spring, as well as the idea 
of approaching local malls to determine if there is an interest in using recycled glass as an indoor landscape display.   
  
Outstanding questions remain, however, including whether or not there is enough glass that could be collected to make the 
market sustainable, and if consumer demand would meet product supply.  Kim Braun, a business woman from New England, 
ND, has applied for a USDA Rural Business Opportunity Grant.  The project would fund a feasibility study for recycling glass into 
other finished products.  Kim plans to meet with the group at their next meeting, scheduled for Friday, April 16, 2010.  If you are 
interested in attending the next glass recycling discussion, or learning more, please contact Christy Smith, Pollution Prevention 
Coordinator in the ND Department of Health, at (701) 328-5266 or via e-mail at christysmith@nd.gov. 
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Mission: 

To educate, train and 

promote environmentally 

sound waste 

management practices. 

Board of  Directors 

Board meetings take place the fourth Wednesday of each month at 8:30 a.m.   
If you would like to listen in or join us on these conference calls, or would like  
an issue brought forth at a meeting, please contact one of our board members: 
 

• Brad Torgerson, President, ND Department of Health, (701) 328-5166 
• Lavern Berger, Vice-President, Berger Enterprises, (701) 594-3385 
• LeahRae Amundson, Secretary/Treasurer, City of Grand Forks,  

(701) 738-8744 
• Brenda Watt, Friendship, Inc. – Grafton, (701) 352-0060, ext. 31 
• Mike Korman, CPS, Ltd., (701) 746-7459 
• Lance Loken, Western Plains Consulting, (701) 221-3113 
• Patty Fiorenza, City of Williston, (701) 577-6368 
• Tom Beauchamp, City of Langdon, (701) 256-2115 
• Brady Brunsvold, City of Fargo, (701) 298-6944 

 

Calendar of Events 
 
 February: 

- 23, Scrap Tire Reuse & Recycling Webinar 
 March: 

-   3, NDSWRA Workshops in Dickinson 
- 12, Deadline for Coca-Cola/KAB Recycling Bin Grant 
- 16-19, ND Dept. of Health Landfill Operator Training 
- 18, EPA’s Green Casinos/Venue, Sustainability Practices Webinar 

 April: 
 -    15, EPA’s Rural Recycling – Bridging the Gaps Webinar 
 -    22, Earth Day and 40th Anniv. Celebration at Bismarck’s Armory 
 -    end of April: NDSWRA Workshops in the eastern half of the state 


