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Change of staff, a tornado creating extra debris and a fire in the baler 
building are all challenges that the City of Dickinson landfill staff have had to 
deal with over the past year.  Several changes in staff due to retirement and 
medical leave issues have resulted in fewer employees to handle the 
sanitation and office workload at the city.  Then, in July, an F-3 tornado tore 
through the south part of Dickinson.  Article continued on page 4.  
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Missed the annual symposium?  Want to catch up on the latest Inert 
Waste Landfill rules or waste reduction tips?  Join us for a free Recycling, 
Composting, Waste Reduction and Inert Waste Landfill Workshop on 
Thursday, November 12th in the lower level of Jamestown City Hall.  The 
first part of the workshop, from 1 – 4 p.m. will include topics such as inert 
waste landfill rules, asbestos information, concrete and wood recycling 
options and more.  After a break, join us for the second half from 6 – 8:30 
p.m.  This part will focus on what to recycle, electronics recycling, 
hazardous waste, waste reduction and more.  The workshop is part of the 
NDSWRA’s Environmental Education Grant from the Environmental 
Protection Agency.  The North Dakota Department of Health – Division of 
Waste Management will provide Continuing Education Credits (CEUs) for 
certified landfill operators.  Operators will receive 3 credits for the 
afternoon session, 2 credits for the evening session, or a total of 6 credits 
if operators attend both parts of the workshop.  To register, contact 
Angela at (701) 650-8857 or at angela.boeshans@hotmail.com. �
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We are pleased to announce that seven new vendors 
(out of 34 total) and many new attendees were able to 
make the 14th Annual Solid Waste and Recycling 
Symposium held in Minot this past September.  New 
vendors this year included Barr Engineering, Burns & 
McDonnell Engineering, Haul-All Equipment, McCain & 
Associates, P.C. Scale, Rotonics Manufacturing and 
Vermeer Sales and Service/RDO Equipment.  General 
session and breakout session topics this year included 
rural recycling, scrap metal markets, alternative final 
cover considerations, multiple oil field disposal issues, 
commingled organics and yard waste and more.  We 
would like to thank all of those who attended, displayed a 
booth, served as a speaker or contributed auction items, 
door prizes or assistance in any way.  We truly 
appreciate it!  Highlights from the conference include: 

 
Vendor Award:   McCain & Associates, Bismarck, ND 
and Maple Plain, MN  
Greener ND Award:   JCPenney’s Retail Store, Bismarck 
Scholarship Recipients ($300 each):  Brittany Miller, daughter of Leeland Miller, City of Bismarck; Kristie 
Fueller, daughter of Jeron Fueller, City of Bismarck; Stacy Erickson, daughter of David and Teresa Erickson, 
Friendship, Inc.; Heather Bergstrom, daughter of Evy Mozelowsky, Bismarck Burleigh Public Health; Reuben 
Panchol, employed by Western Plains Consulting; Brianna Gillund, daughter of Rick Gillund, City of Enderlin; 
Carissa Miller, daughter of Jan Miller with Barr Engineering. 
Silent Auction, Total Received:  $694.00 
Golf Tournament Winners: Closest to the Pin: David B., LifeSpan Technology Recycling and Bart S., Houston 
Engineering; Longest Putt: Michael G., Houston Engineering; Top Team: Galen Bren, City of Bismarck, Jim 
Eberle, City of Ellendale, Ferid Grutzner, Veolia Environmental Services and David Bartholomai, LifeSpan 
Technology Recycling 
Cash Drawings at Symposium Close: Corey Boucher, Minot Vocational Adjustment Workshop; Charlie Hagen, 
Hess Corporation; Steve Tillotson, ND Department of Health   
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On August 14, 2009, the former Grand Forks MSW landfill discontinued acceptance of waste. From August 17 
to September 23, the City baled, bagged, and hauled all incoming municipal solid waste (MSW) to the City of 

Fargo Landfill as an interim disposal option 
while the new landfill was being constructed. 
The cost associated with this interim hauling 
and disposal was approximately $195,000. 
 

On September 24, the northwest portion of 
the new landfill cell was inspected and 
approved by the North Dakota Department of 
Health (NDDH) as an initial MSW disposal 
area. The new site is located northeast of 
former landfill.  The City continues to 
progress through the construction phase of 
the new landfill with an estimated cell 
completion date of October 26, 2009.  
Article continued on page 5. 
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From beginning as a volunteer at the registration desk for the 1998 Solid Waste and 
Recycling Symposium in Fargo, to becoming Executive Director for three years, then 
Board Member for five years, and once again, Executive Director for an additional 
four years (by the time her contract is over in fall 2010), Angela Boeshans, will have 
served as a part of the ND Solid Waste Management Association and ND Solid 
Waste and Recycling Association for twelve years.  Boeshans announced to the 
NDSWRA Board of Directors following the close of the annual symposium in 
September that she plans to “retire” from the Association following the close of the 
Environmental Protection Agency Grant in the fall of 2010.  “I’ve enjoyed getting to 
know the Association’s members, Board of Directors and colleagues that I’ve met 
over the years, but at this point in my life, I would like to commit more time to being a stay-at-home mom and 
wife.  When you work from home and have kids, the only time left for yourself, husband, household, projects, 
etc. would be after the kids go to bed and that’s when I work on the Association job.”  Boeshans is expecting 
her second child around Thanksgiving 2009.  If you are interested in being the Executive Director or know 
someone that would be interested, the Association’s Board of Directors would like to hire someone starting in 
May of 2010, so that Boeshans can mentor or train in the new director before her term is complete.  Here is a 
brief description/summary of the position: 
 

Duties:  Maintain membership renewals; coordinate several educational workshops throughout the year and 
annual solid waste and recycling symposium; maintain communication with members through e-mail, several 
newsletters per year and the maintenance of multiple Web sites; submit press releases to the media regarding 
workshops, annual conference, awards, educational information/announcements as needed; update the solid 
waste and recycling directory every two to three years; prepare grant paperwork if Association participates in 
grants and other duties as assigned.   
Required Computer Skills:   E-mail/Internet Use, Microsoft Office (Word, Excel) 
Preferred Computer Skills:   Microsoft Office (Access, Power Point), Web software (any type) 
Other Preferred Skills:   Excellent/professional communication skills (written and verbal) – may provide 
presentations or information on behalf of the Association to adults, students, city councils, media, etc.; prior 
involvement or background in the field of solid waste management, recycling, environment or related field.    
Hours:   40-50 hours per month 
Pay:   Negotiable depending upon experience. 
 
For more information, details or questions about the position, contact Angela at (701) 650-8857or at 
angela.boeshans@hotmail.com or NDSWRA President Brad Torgerson at (701) 328-5165 or 
btorgers@nd.gov.    
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The Lund Sanitation municipal solid waste landfill facility located near Noonan, North Dakota, previously 
owned and operated by Alton Lund, has been sold to the Noonan Landfill, LLC.  President Dan Ruby of 
Noonan Landfill, LLC, received a permit for a solid waste management facility to operate a less than 20 
ton/day municipal solid waste landfill unit and an inert waste landfill unit from the North Dakota Department of 
Health on October 15, 2009.    

Dan Ruby is also the owner/operator of Circle Sanitation.  Circle Sanitation provides waste hauling services to 
customers in central and northwestern North Dakota.  Dan Ruby indicated in his landfill application to the State 
of North Dakota that the Noonan Landfill will be used for disposing of residential and commercial municipal solid 
wastes as well as waste from the demolition of buildings from the northern northwest corner of North Dakota.  
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The City of Grand Forks continues to expand refuse and recycling 
services as a result of continued success and increased traffic on the 
Grand Forks Greenway and the adjacent downtown business areas. 
The container placement, maintenance, and servicing is a collaborative 
effort between the City of Grand Forks and the downtown businesses. 
Containers were signed with the sponsoring business logo as well as 
Mayor Brown’s G3 slogan, “Doing our Part”.   
 

Photo Caption: Jon Bonzer of Bonzers, Mayor Brown, Brad Beauchamp 
of Crosstown Lounge, and Jon Holth of Toasted Frog pictured with a set 
of the garbage/recycling containers in front of Bonzers in downtown 
Grand Forks.  
 

Photo Source:  Chamber of Commerce Sept. 2009 Newsletter, www.gochamber.org 
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With winds recorded up to 150 miles per hour, the amount of trees, debris from buildings and other damaged 
properties the residents and city staff had to deal with mounted quickly. Ron Bachmeier, Dickinson’s Senior 
Public Works Specialist, stated that the city is in the final stages of covering a separate inert landfill site that 
was re-opened just a few blocks south of the tornado-damaged area.  Several houses, eight apartment 
buildings, a church and body shop all had to be disposed of.  The city had help from the street department and 
also had to rent a bulldozer for compaction and cover of the material.  They got together with contractors who 
separated and recycled the appliances, scrap metal from buildings, concrete (block, footings, foundations, 
sidewalks, etc.), asphalt lots and more.  Bachmeier estimates that the original cleanup debris sent to their 
current Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) landfill was about 1,304 tons of material.  After utilizing their MSW site, 
the North Dakota Department of Health authorized a renewal of the city’s second inert landfill site (that was not 
full and had not been utilized recently).  The site provided convenient access for disposal since it was just 
south of where the damages occurred.  An estimated 2,868 yards of debris was hauled to the second inert site 
to save space in the city’s MSW site.      
 
Finally, on August 11th, a fire broke out at the landfill’s 
baling facility.  Though there has been no known cause 
listed for the fire, probable causes include a cigarette, hot 
ashes or combustibles.  Bachmeier believes garbage 
that came through on the baler conveyor belt could have 
been smoldering for hours.  It ignited on the conveyor; 
smoke filled the building and left a heavy layer of soot on 
everything.  An employee that left the building at 
approximately 8 p.m. that night did not smell smoke; the 
fire alarm went off just after 2 a.m. the following morning.  
Though there was no damage from the fire itself, the 
heat and smoke damage melted overhead doors, about 
80% of the building’s wiring had to be redone and the 
entire building had to be washed down due to the smoke.  
Since they couldn’t clean some areas, all ceilings and 
some walls in the shop and the office area had to be 
repainted.  Fortunately, none of the sixteen vehicles 
(garbage trucks, pickups, loaders, etc.) that were inside  
the building were lost; they just had to be cleaned due to the smoke damage.  The damage is over $300,000 
and still adding up.  Bachmeier stated that they recently got the building’s heating system working again and 
that everything is getting back to business as usual.�
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During the 2009 Legislative Assembly, a number of bills were presented on solid waste topics including a 
waste reduction fund, issues on facility siting and zoning, recycling, etc.  An interim study was authorized via 
House Bill 1338 charging the interim Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations to study solid 
waste issues for the 2011 legislative session.  The Commission, whose members include Representatives 
Dwight Wrangham (Bismarck) , Dan Ruby (Minot) and Senators Arden Anderson (Wahpeton) and Tracy Potter 
(Bismarck) plus seven citizen members and a governors designee met on July 28 and October 27, 2009.  The 
Commission is assisted by Tim Dawson of the Legislative Council staff.   

The commission is evaluating background information on facility siting, political subdivision issues and 
remaining disposal capacity, and is also looking at recycling, biomass, alternative technologies, recovering 
energy from waste, and related issues.  The next meeting is tentatively set for Fargo in January.  For more 
information and to keep abreast of these issues, visit the North Dakota Legislative Assembly Website at 
www.legis.nd.gov. 
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The City also continues to discuss with the Rye and Falconer Township officials regarding roadway upgrades 
and future roadway repair strategies as part of the City’s “Good Neighbor Policy” that was submitted as part of 
the permitting process for the new landfill.  
 

Grand Forks Public Works Director, Todd Feland, states, “The City appreciates the continued regional support 
and patronage that has and will assist in keeping overall costs down as the City begins MSW disposal at the 
new landfill site for the long term. The City has and will continue to strive for increased recycling and diversion 
as well as to examine and study long-term solutions for MSW disposal that will be sustainable and cost 
effective for the region.”  
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EPA's newest tool to estimate the benefits of recycling rather than landfilling - iWARM - is posted on the web 
at: http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/tools/iwarm/index.htm.  iWARM is the consumer version of WARM, 
it helps you understand the energy saved by recycling small quantities of common household products, rather 
than landfilling them.  iWARM uses the same energy factors as WARM to provide the relative energy savings 
from recycling rather than landfilling.  The energy savings are translated into the equivalent amount of 
electricity, estimating how long that amount of electricity will operate a variety of household appliances. 
  

For example, recycling an aluminum beverage can rather than landfilling it saves enough energy to operate a 
60W incandescent light bulb for 4.3 hours, or to operate the equivalent compact fluorescent bulb for 20 hours. 
If you have questions about this tool, contact Sara Willis Hartwell at the US EPA at 703-308-7285. 
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PC Magazine has published what it is calling The Electronics Recycling Superguide, on its Web site. It is  
a tool that shows the consumer how to recycle used electronics through manufacturers, local electronics 
stores, and online trade-in programs that offer cash or gift cards. The guide lists all OEMs with producer-
responsibility programs, where they are offered, what they cost and what they cover. Check it out at:  
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2341907,00.asp. 
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The Colorado Sustainable Events Guide was designed for hosts and planners to help lessen negative impacts 
on the environment and make a positive contribution to the community and the planet. The content of the guide 
is drawn from best practices researched and the experience gained by the local Denver Greening Initiative of  
the 2008 Democratic National Convention. The guide is housed on the Colorado Association for Recycling  
Web page: http://www.cafr.org/pdf/SustainabilityGuide_FINAL.pdf. 
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For the first time in history, the NDSWRA and the South Dakota Solid 
Waste Management Association will be holding a joint conference.   The 
conference will take place September 14 – 16, 2010 in Aberdeen, South 
Dakota.  If you are interested in speaking at, know of speakers, want to 
help plan the conference or be involved in any way, please contact Angela 
(see the last page for contact information).  The two organizations will be 
working on selecting a location, rates and agenda over the next six months.    
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www.ndswra.org 
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Board meetings take place the fourth Wednesday of each month at 8:30 a.m.   
If you would like to listen in or join us on these conference calls, or would like  
an issue brought forth at a meeting, please contact one of our board members: 
 

·  Brad Torgerson, President, ND Department of Health, (701) 328-5166 
·  Lavern Berger, Vice-President, Berger Enterprises, (701) 594-3385 
·  LeahRae Amundson, Secretary/Treasurer, City of Grand Forks,  

(701) 738-8744 
·  Brenda Watt, Friendship, Inc. – Grafton, (701) 352-0060, ext. 31 
·  Mike Korman, CPS, Ltd., (701) 746-7459 
·  Lance Loken, Western Plains Consulting, (701) 221-3113 
·  Patty Fiorenza, City of Williston, (701) 577-6368 
·  Tom Beauchamp, City of Langdon, (701) 256-2115 
·  Brady Brunsvold, City of Fargo, (701) 298-6944 
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